




























- 















Ce; 

rs. 

“ Go....Teach all Nations....Matt. xxvili. 19, 

en 

ng NEW-YORK, SEPTEMBER, 1828. 

do 

~. SERMON XLIII. 

Ler aimee 

. BY GREGORY T. BEDELL, A.M. 

te. PHILADELPHIA. “ re 
. scrcri aig aa 
a THE sINNERE (sat oregnucrion AND ONLY 

m- pammmaa nosso destroyed thyself; but in me is 
ney oe 8 Sy ¥: s y help. Ww 

wn, oy 


Tus singenitle sinner ‘ever disposed to throw the blame of his sing 






Ge @ Upon Ged; and thus r his soul with the idea, that he shall not 

eir surely be punished for that which was unavoidable. ' Were God indeed . 

the the author of sin, this hope might be indulged with the most perfect 

- safety. But what does a position of this kind imply? It implies that God, 
€ 


instead of delighting in justice, mercy, and truth, delights only in injustice, 
cruelty, and falsehood.. If sinners are not willing to charge God aq 
foolishly,—if they are not willing to venture upon this broad stream of ' 
impiety and blasphemy, they must consent to have the guilt of their 
iniquities rest where God himself has placed it—on themselves. “O Israel, 
thou hast destroyed thyself ; but in me isthyhelp.”’ In the text we notice; 
I. A‘@harge against the sinner of self-destruction: “O Israel, thou . 
hast destroyed thyself.” : hed 
II. A gracious offer of restoration : “ In me is thy help.” 
To justify this charge against sinners, proofs may be drawn from thé 
declarations of Scripture ; from the course pursued by God in his revealed 
plan of mercy}; and from the candid and self-condemning concessions of. 
many who have died without hope. a = 
1. Almost every page of the word of God bears some exhortation tough 
sinner, which is predicated on the fact of his moral agency ; and every 
exhortation goes upon the supposition which lays the shame of his sin at | 
his own door, and charges on his own perverseness the catastrophe of his a 
ruin. {In the very opening of his prophecy, Isaiah, as if he felt no liberty 
to speak in the rapturous strains with which his book is d, until he 
had borne his point before us, says, “ Hear, O fieavens, 
and ae. ee Lord hath spoken ; I have nodrished and 
brought up childrenjand they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth 
lis owner, and the ass ‘his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my 
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people doth not consider.” “Wash ye, make you clean ; put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine“eyes.”” “ Come now, and let-ts 
reason together, saith the Lord : ‘though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as wool.” “ Let the wicked forsake his wiy, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, fog-be will have mercy 
upon him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” | might run , 
through the Prophets and the i’salins, and find thei filled with such 
expressions as these,—* U that my people were wise, that they would 
consider their latter end, and understand the loving kindness of the Lord.” . 
“ How shall 4 give thee up, Ephraim! How shail deliver thee, U israel ?”’ 
Similar language also abounds in the New l'estament. “Come unto me 
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” “O 
that thou hadst known, even in this thy day, the things which belong to thy 
peace ; but now are they hid from thine eyes.” * U-Jcrusalem, Jerusa- 
lem, thou that killest the prophets, “them 4hat are sent unto — 
tho, Gow often, wobld | guivred ay Slten sins , as.a%hen doth 
gather her chickens under her wings, but ye would not: aonw Ha, er your 
house is left unto you desolate,” But this is-not all. God has seen fit 
to accompany his word by a most solemn and awful appeal, founded on 
his own existence. “ Ag,l live, saith the Lord God, | have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but that»the wicked turn from his way and 
live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die?” Can 
language be more explicit than this? Now let ‘the r attribute 
his sin and destruction to any but himself; and what does he charge 
upon God’s word? He makes all these de@larations of love—all these 
tender entreaties and expostulations of the Most High—nothing but words 
of mockery, and hypocrisy, and perjury ! 

2. That the sinner is the guilty cause of his own ruin may appgar like- 
wise from the course pursued by God in his revealed plau of mercy, and 
in his genera! providential dealings towards mah. 

I am not here to prove the depravity of ‘tlie natural heart. That we 
are all sinners is a matter of experience, which it were as much folly, as 
it were impiety, to question. By the disobedience of one many were 

* made sinners ; and by our actual transgressions we have provoked the Lord 
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toanger. Viewing man, then, as he is, a sinner, how does the conduct of wi 
God towards him fix upon him the charge of his own destruction! For wi 
when the curse came, as the consequence of a violated covenant of works, Pr 
God interposed with his mighty and out-stretched arm. “ Entering into a , wi 
covenant of grace, he made salvation possible ; he gave up the Son of his ca. 
besom to fulfil the law on our behalf, and to bear. the punishment due for of 
our sins ; he offers the merits and the righteousness of his Son to all without wa 
exception who will receive him as their Ruler and Redeemer.” col 

But besides this, God in his mercy has actually placed barriers and diffi- the 
culties in the way of the sinner’s destruction. He has interposed all the “7 
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Convictions‘of- natural eoriscience, all. the dread of future misery, and all 
the heavenly.displays of love, and happiness eternal ; and the sinner who 
perishes, must absolutely surmount all these difficulties, —he must force away 
all these barriers, befure he can accomplish his destruction. Nay, more, 
he must, if he perish, stain his rebellious footsteps in the and 
trample on the love, of a Redeemer, who poured out his soul on the crogs 
for man’s salvation. And when sod has done so much to save, upon whom 
shall be charged the ruin of the sinner, when it cometh? The charge must 


rest upon the sinner himself through the ceascless ages of -eternity. 


" Thou hast destroyed thyself.” 


But these ate genéral ideas: | desige you, brethren, to consider the 
dealings of God towards each one of you in particular. Though the dis- 
pensations of his providence hive been as various as your different rélations 
in life, yet nét one.ef you has been” passed over imvhis works of love and 

Some in.@ne Waypind some in nother, have been made the sub- 
jects is. méral.,interference. Let ne attempt to trace out the lines 
of God’s tenderness towards you. I borrow the traig of thought ffom-an 
elegant writer.—fYere is an ipdividual whom God hath placed under the 
mild control of some pious fad godly parent—father or mother—who has 
sought with tears to turn him-to’tie path of righteousness. Here is 
another, who, blessed with a piougand devoted wife, has been compelled, 
as it were, to listen to the mild preaching of a pious example. . There.is 
a wife, whose heart has been continually reproach6@ by a husband who 
desires to walk in the ways of God. There is one upon whose head God 


. hath showered the blessings of prosperity, in order that gratitude might 


* 


burn, and kindle into Jove unfeigned. [here is another who, touched by 
the hand of God, has mourned over the evils of adversity—¢alculated to lead 
him to@ proper estimate of the vanity of earth. Here is one who has 
been brought to the very verge of the grave, and had the prospect -ef. 
entering eternity totally unprepared ; and yet God did not permit .the 
fatal blow to descend ; he snatched you, as it were, from the very borders 
of destruction ; and you are in the land of the living ; this very day in the . 
house of God, a monument of his sparing mercy, 

Carry back your thoughts, fellow-sinner, to the earliest periods upon 
which memory can fasten ; let a solemn hour of meditation be occupied 
with the unnumbered mercies which'you have received at the hand of 
Providence ; let another hour be devoted to a recall of those dangers from 
which you have been rescued ; let another be occupied in recounting the 
ealls of God’s word which have sounded in your ears,—the opportunities . 
of grace and salvation which you have enjoyed and abused ; let-all the 
warnings, promises, and threatenings of Jehovah, which you have slighted, 
come up together in,gemembrance ; and not even the deceitfulness and 
the desperate depravity of the heart can hide from you the solemn trath— 
“Thou hast destroyed thyself.’’ 
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3. One other proof that sinners are their own destroyers may be drawn 
from the candid concessions of many who have died without hope. And 
how affecting the argument drawn from so faithful a moment as that which 
separates between time and eternity! Many live as the fool liveth, and die 
as the fool dieth, having no bands in their death: but not unfrequently 
does it happen, that God rises up inthe terrors of his insulted love, and 
leaves on the death-scene of the careless and impenitent the deep-marked 
features of the ruin that is coming. On this subject | may be allowed to 
repeat the observations of one whose many years in the ministry gave him the 
most abundant opportunities of familiarity with scenes of death. ‘“ With 
whatever confidence,” says he, “ transgressors, while in health and strength, 
may assert their blamelesness,—with whatever impiety and boldness they 
may charge God as the author of their destruction,—yet their language 
will be changed in the honest hour when they shalb have to struggle with 
the king of terrors. 1 have more than once head tht sinner, while he 
supposed that death was yet at a distance from him, qiffeting his consi ience 
by sophistical reasoning, and excusing himself for his continuance in guilt. 
Thave beheld this same individual stretched on a bed of sickness, pale, 
feeble, languishing, in the midst of the tears and sighs of relatives, expect- 
ing each moment that death would arrive and tear his unwilling soul 
from the body, and bear it before the tribunal of his Judge. Ah, his 
faltering tongue no longer dared to extenuate his neglects ; his trethblinig 
heart abstained from its unholy charges against God :—shuddering and 
affrighted at the misery which awaited him, he exclaimed, ‘Foo! that I 
was, to have rejected an offered galvation,—fool, to have closed my ears 
against a Saviour,—fool, to have slighted the importunities of a compas- 
sionate God. I perish, and I perish under the agonizing reflection, that I 
am the author of my own destruction!’’”’ Yes, brethren, and I remember 
a death-scene described with inimitable pathos by Dr. Young, and told 
while the facts of the case were strongly impressed upon his memory,—I 
remember those awfully affecting exclamations, as the last effort of a soul, 
ruined and lost by neglect :— I have been too strong for Omnipotence,— 
I have plucked down ruin.” Plucked down ruin!” yes! experience 
often seconds the declaration of God, and many a dying agony tells,—and 
many a dying groan echoes back the charge which a God of truth, of 

» snd of justice,- fastens on the sinner,“ Thou hast destroyed 


ee impenitent sinner accomplishes his own destruction, by an obsti- 

hate rance in that course which he knows to be sinful. And the 

goes to perdition from this land of light, aggravates his guilt 

and condemnation a thousand fold by a wilful rejection of the All-glorious 
Substitute. 

{have thus endeavoured to impress the truth so obviously revealed 

in the text, that the sinner is his own desttover. This destruction. 
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unless speedy help be obtained, must be endless, and inexpressibly 
awful. The subject then, is one of deep and solemn interest. 1 
now see hundreds around me, who in all human probability will refuse 
to give this subject the attention its importance demands ; and who, by 
the daily continued carelessness of their lives, only add stronger confirme- 
tion to the solemn and affecting truth of God—“ Thou hast destroyed thy- 
self.” —But may | not hope that some, who have been unaffected by the 
terrors of the Lord, as exhibited i in the former part of the text, may yet En 
constrained by his merciful kindness, as exhibited in the latter party—* In 
me is thy help”? Behold, then, the goodness mingled with the severity ot 
God,—* © Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thy help. ri 
From the tremendous language with which the verse commences, » God 
breaks off, as it were, the expected malediction, and brings to the mind a 
subject.of which infinite love could alone have originated» a thought. 
There isno analogy in nature by which to elucidate the idea ! would 
convey. But, in imagination, suppose that on some summer day, when 
the bright orb had poured on the earth the most fiery of his beams—the 
heavens should become dark—suppose that clouds rolled on clouds 

have all the appearance of immediately bursting on the earth with all the 
artillery of the skies—and suppose that with all the quickness and rapidity 
of thought, and with no preparatory indications, these terrific signs ig 
heaven were at once dissipated, and an unclouded sky presented to view. 
How astonishing, how unexpected the change! Yet, my friends, feeble ig 
this imagined occurrence to illustrate the meaning of ‘the text. Ina 
spiritual sense, there are clouds of awful portent athwart the heavens ; the 
thunders roar ; the tempest comes rushing on ; and the line of dendiation 
crosses your path. “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself.”. But sud- 
denly the clouds are gone—the thunders hushed—the glorious Sun of 
Righteousness appears—and a voice of more than angel sweetness is heard; 
** In me—in me is thy help.” This introduces the second division of our 
subject :— 

Il. For self-ruined sinners there is help in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The terrific is here softened by the tender ; the mercy of God beams 
forth amidst his most awful declarations of anger. And the for 
whose condition there seemed no hope, may here learn to mag ibe 
riches of Divine grace, and to adore the goodness which has 
way of salvation. 

The two great difficulties which stand in the way of man’s salvation, 
are the condemnation of sin, and the corruption of the heart ; and for the 
removal.of these the Lord Jesus Christ is the only efficient help. 
remove the condemning power of sin, Jesus Christ is the all-sufficient sa- 
trifice. In God’s word we are taught, that when the fulness of time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, to take upon him our nature; and as a 
Divine and voluntary Substitute, to bear the heavy visitations of justice in 
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our stead: “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our SOTTOWS ; 
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we arg 
healed.”"—*“ He died the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God”—*“ He was made a sin-offering for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.”—'T here is help for sinners in Christ, 
becayse when once they are led to see their condition by nature, and their 
need of a Saviour, they find in him just such a Saviour as their case 
“requires ; one who has given himself as an offering‘and a sacrifice for sin, 
and who is abje to save to the uttermost all who come unto him. Consi- 
dering ‘man, then, as he always is considered in the light of the Gospel ; 

considering man as a sinner, his help is alone in Christ ; for it is Christ, 
@s revealed in the Gospel, whose redemption answers the great purposes of 
averting the just displeasure of God, fulfilling the demands of a violated 


_ Maw, expiating the sinner’s guilt, and restoring him through faith to the 


eited favour of the Most High. So that now there is nothing neces- 
“lary to the sinner’s reconciliation with the offended Majesty of heaven, 
which he may not, if he come With penitence and faith, find in the complete 
redemption of the cross. As a sacrifice for sif, then, as an all-sufficient 
sacrifice, there is for sinners help in Jesus. If they will but know and 
fee! the Wretchedness of their condition, and their need of such a Saviour, 
and thus be led to flee for refuge to the hope which is set before them in 
the Gospel, they will find that there is a fulness in this redemption, which 
is competent to procure the pardon of their sins, and the acceptance of 
their persons. Help then, to the perishing sinner is found in Christ alone. 
‘ His life was a transcript of the righteousness of the law, and his death 
the effect af its imputed penalty ; and thus by his obedience unto death, 
he brought in an everlasting righteousness. ‘l'o make that ‘righteousness 
divine, the Deity of Christ communicates infinite sufficiency to the 
sufferings of his humanity, and renders a‘satisfaction to the law and justice 
of the eternal Lawgiver. By this most gracious and wisely ordered plan, 
the moral government of God is maintained, the law is vindicated in ‘ifs 
curse—the perfections of the Godhead are honoured in their respective 
claims, without the smallest diminution of their glory, and the sinner—the 
gelf-ruined sinner—who is brought to a cordial submission to this reve- 
lation, and a cordial acceptance of it in its grace and fulness, is saved 
upon terms which magnify the justice as well as the mercy of God, and 
bring every attribute into an union the most clear and impressive.” As 
to the pardon of sin then—and as the purchase of his blood and‘righte- 
ousness—it is the high prerogative—it is the privilege~it.is the delight 
of the Saviour, when he tells ‘Sinners that the course they are pursuing, 
if persisted in, will bring them into ruin, which at last can never be 
repaired—to call from his high and holy throne in heaven, in the lan- 
guage of awful and terrific appeal, yet mingled with the tenderest as- 
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s 
surances of pardon and salvation ;—“ O Israel, thou hast destroyed thy- 
self ; but in me is thy help.’’—And he has authorized it to be added as 
the one impressive answer of the Gospel to all inquirers, “ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” 

Again; !n the Lord Jesus Christ there is help for the sinner, because 
he is competent to remove the remaining barrier from the, path of salva- 
tion. I mean the corruption of the heart. As none but an omnipotent 
Power could at first create man after the divine image, so none but an 
omnipotent Being can re-instamp that image on the soul. But this is the 
prerogative of Christ ; for he is not only made unto us righteousness and 
salyation, but wisdom and sanctification.. He is not only “ exalted a 
Prince and a Saviour ;”’ but one grand object of his exaltation is to*grant 
“‘ repentance to fhe acknowledging of the truth.”’. “ Unto you,” says St. 
Peter, “God hath raised up his Son Jesus, and sent him to bless you in 
turning every one of you from your iniquities.” In him every penitent 
sinner, however aggravated bis guilt, may find peace with God, and the 
hope of glory everlasting. In him he may have wisdom, strength, and 
righteousness. {f he but feel his condition as a sinner, and taste see 
how gracious the Lord is ; if he but humbly seek to experience the 
of atoning blood, and ‘the renovating influences of the Spirit ; the rufwed 
sinner, like the prodigal, though dead, is made alive again—though logt 
he is found. “ Israel, thou bast destroyed thyself; but in me is thy 
help.” * ; 

Here then is ample refuge for the guilty. But O, of what avail is it, as 
it respects many, that these affecting truths are sounded in their ears ? 
In a greater or less degree they form the substance of every discourse 
which is based upon the gospel of Jesus Christ. But where is the evi- 
dence of their appropriate effect? While the note of alarm is ringing on 
the ear, “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself ;”’—and while it is. perhaps 
acknowledged to be the voice of Giod,—do we observe siriners roused, as 
it were, from the chill of death? And as the mild and winning proffer of 
help for the wretched succeeds the rougher voice of denunciation, like the 
soft whisper of evening after the desolating tempest, do we behold ‘them 
at once casting themselves at the foot of the cross, and availing themselves 
of the almighty remedy? Oh no: the multitude slumber on, ‘heedless 
alike of the tenderest entreaties of love, and the most terrific proclama- 
tions of wrath. Here and there one only is arrested in his céféer of 
worldliness and sin, is convinced of guilt and danger, and is brought to seek 
refuge, where only it can be found, in “ Jesus Christ and him crucified,” 
But we are pained and humbled to reflect, that the multitude still slumber 
on, just as though no Angel of redeeming mercy had ever been revealed. 

Our subject, my brethren, should deeply affect us with a sense of 
the evil of sin. In every point of view, it must appear an evil thing and 
bitter to sin against. the Lord. We might contemplate the enormity of 
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dhis evil as seen in the bloody cross—or as seen in the desolations which 
sin ie ing on the earth: But we would now view it only as it 
appears in the ruin of the immortal soul. O sinner, “ thou hast destroyed 
thyself.”"—-The evil of sin here stands out in the impressive aspect of an 
‘eternity of ‘happiness lost, and an eternity of misery incurred. It is sin 
which surrounds the judgment-seat with all its terrors. And it is sin 
which draws down upon such beings as we are the awful sentence, Depart, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 

Under the holy government of God, the least transgression carries with 
it a condemning power, that, without timely application of the remedy 
provided in the Gospel, must for ever destroy the soul. For “ the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.” What then must be the enormity of the sins of a 
whole life combined ; and especially of the sin of rejecting the salvation 
offered through the blood of the Son of God ! , 

But if the subject has thus called for a concluding remark on the evil 
of sin ; it equally calls for another on the compassionate love of God.— 
“In me is thy help.” Here is the most abundant encouragement to all 
those, (if any such there be,) who are convinced of the awful condition 
in which they stand as sinners. ‘To them the text affords an all-sufficient 
antidote. How earnestly then should they seek, and with what over- 
whelming gratitude should they accept the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus. Behold, God is thy salvation; trust in him and be not afraid—~ 
the Lord Jehovah is thy strength, and he shall become thine everlasting 
glory. 

Finally, my hearers, let all of us form just ideas of sin, and just ideas 
of God's reconciling mercy, and just ideas of what God now requireth 
ef us. Aon all-sufficient remedy is provided ; but to you it can be of no 
avail, without humble and hearty repentance towards God, and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. These terms are reasonable—they are infinitely be- 
nevolent. God himself could offer none more favourable, without dis- 
grace to his holy throne. He places before you your ruined condition ; 
and he solemnly declares, “ Thou hast destroyed thyself.”” He places before 
you the strong hold to which the self-ruined sinner may resort-—“ In me is 
thy help.” But if the terrors of the Lord be despised—if the love of 
God be rejected, O how shall you stand in that day, when judgment.shall 
be laid to the line, and righteousness to the plummet ? “ When God riseth 
up, What will you say ?”’ and “ when he visiteth, what will you answer ?”’ 
O, there will he mourning—if not now—there will be mourning at the 
judgment-seat. And if on that day one sinner who now hears me, should 
be driven from the presence of the Lams, not one sound will ring more 
awfally in his ear, than that which now reaches him,— Thou hast de- 
stroyed thyself.” Not one source of agony will be more poignant than 
the everlasting recollection of the once offered mercy of God,—* In me 
ie thy help,” ‘ Now then, consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear 
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you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.” Consider this, “Jest thon 
manrn tthe lestywhen thy Sesh and thy bedgare consumed, agony, Hise 
have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof!”” — 

Dearly ‘beloved, I beseech you, in view of this subject examine your- 
self faithfully, and see to it, that the guilt of self-murder be not fastened on 
your soul! I beseech you, as in Christ’s stead, think on theese things, eve 
yet it be too late. While yet you are in the land of the livingwhile in 
rich mercy your day of probation is lengthened out—Q, think on these 
things. ‘Self-ruined as you are by transgression, and justly deserving of 
everlasting wo; there is yet one way of escape. A voice from the excellent 
glory now cries—“ In me is thy help.’ Yes, “God so loved the.world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in his should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” But reject this Saviour,—sin away 
this day of merciful visitation—and that arm now so kindly extended for 
your relief, must come down with accumulated wrath on your head. 
For, if he that despised Moses’ law died ‘without mercy, of how much 
sorer punishment shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith — 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing ? 


SERMON XLIV. 


BY RALPH EMERSON, A. M. 
NORFOLK, CONNECTICUT. 


THE CHIEF EVIL OF SIN. 


PsaLm LI, 4.—Againat thee, thee only, have I sinned, and dene thie evil in 
thy sight. 


Tats passage of Scripture presents a case of no small importance, and 
involving a principle of universal application. It presents the Psalmist 
deploring particular sin, and in language dictated by the unerring Spirit. 
What then is the principle on which is based the declaration— Againgt 
THER, THEE ONLY, have I sinned? in whatsense was it against God onzx ! 
Was it merely a sin of the heart, followed by no act of injury to man ?-—- 
a swelling of pride _—a thought of blasphemy ?—or a purpose of murden 
that was timely abandoned? A recurrence to the bloody and polluted 
record of facts in the affair of Uriah, decides this point. The facts os 
recorded in 2 Samuel ii. present a complication and atrocity of crime 
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rarely equaled ;—deception, adultery, and murder united. Will it then 
be said, tygt David was here pleading before God an extenuation of his 


crime, from the consideration that it was committed against him only, with ° 


out harm’to society? No; he had injured the wife of Uriah—he had 
murdered Uriah himself—he had thrown ‘away the lives of those who.were 
slain in the same forlorn hope—he had injured his whole kingdom with the 
loss of its brave defenders—and he had injured Joab, by making him an 
accomplice in foul guilt. He could not then mean that he had not sinned 
against man. 

Will it be said, that he had not specifically in view the sin as committed 
again& man, at the time of uttering this confession? ‘lhis supposition is 
edually impossible ; for in this very Psalm, and almost in the same breath, 
he exclaims, “ Deliver me from bleod-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my 
salvation.” He knew and felt at the moment, the gross injury he had done 
t fellow-beings. The picture of his guilt, as exhibited by the prophet 
Nathan, overwhelmed him with a sense of his wanton cruelty. 

Since, then, his crimes were of that class which are most directly against 
society, and since he appears at the time to have reyarded them i in that very 
relation, the question again recurs on the inpest of the phrase—“ against 
thee, thee only, have | sinned.” 

The following ig the only possible solution. Notwithstanding his deep 
sense of his crime, as viewed in its social relation, he had such an over- 
whelming sense of its enormity as committed against Ciod, that it threw 
into comparative obscurity the injury to man. And this deep sense of ad- 
ditional guilt, resulting from a violation of divine law, he could best ex- 
press by the language, “against thee, thee only, have | sinned.” Stronger 
language could not be selected. ‘he comparative degree of guilt is there- 
fore the greatest that could be expressed. 

Now, if this can be said of such sins a# David was lamenting, it can be 
said of all sin. {f murder and adultery are committed against God only, 
then surely sins less directly injurious to society, must be regarded in 
the saffie light. This language, therefore, dictated by the Divine Spirit, 
must afford ample authority for the following doctrine :— 


The evil of sin consists chiefly in its being committed against God. 


This doctrine does not, in the least degree, invalidate the obligations of 
mortals to each other ; nor diminish the guilt of crimes, viewed merely in 
their social relation. Theft, niurder, and every other act of aggression, 
is just as much to be reprobated as a violation of human rights, as if this 
farther and chief consideration did not exist. And the man who considers 
the chief evil of sin to consist in a violation of divine obligations, has still 
as strong a view of social obligations, as he who overlooks all duty to God, 
aad makes human injury, the only criterion of guilt. Asa proof of this, 
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1 observe, that the class of men who firmly believe in the righteous retri- 
butions of eternity on the guilty, are still as prompt as’ the uni ist, or 
even the atheist, in according their amen to the penalty of human laws. 
This we should not expect, if their sense of human obligations was. di- 
minished by this view of the evil of sin against God. 

That sin is an evil, so far as it infringes on the rights and happiness of 
fellow-mortals, is admitted by all. But the word of God compels us to ~ 
believe, that the same aggressions are an immensely greater evil considered 
as offences against God. It is also to be considered, that his law j 
nounces many things sinful which do not appear to be violations of the 
mere rights of humanity at all. Such are profaneness, and a variety of 
other sins, in which transgressors are so ready to plead amt they injure 

, none but themselves. 

We may see therefore at once, that a man will be likely to estimate‘his 
own guilt as every thing, or as nothing, just in proportion as he admits or 
rejects the doctrine before us. It is a doctrine of fundamental importance 
in religion, Indeed, next to the very existence of a God, and of a future 
state, | know not that-a single point can be named from which’there must 
necessarily radiate so powerful an influence through every part of a man’s 
creed ; or one which is so likely, in a radical manner, to affect his heart 
and life. Even the knowledge of a Saviour is of ligtle use, if we are not 
made to feel our need of him, by feeling firs, the enormity of guilt ; and 
it is perhaps wholly owing to the rejection of this doctrine, that any reject 
the true doctrine of Christ’s character and work. 

This vital importahce of the doctrine itself, is my apology for the space 
I have occupied in its statement and explanation. | new proceed to cor- 

, roborate the position, by adding the grounds of our paramount obligations 
to reverence and obey Giod. Should any one ask, “ Why is it a thousand 
fold worse for me to murder my neighbour than if God had not forbidden 
it?” | answer, 

1. Becahse God is your Maker Here is the highest obligation of 
which we can form a conception. “Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, why hast thou made me thus ?”’ With equal absurdity would 
he say to his Creator, why dost thou command me thus ? We who are parents 
claim the right to command our children; and when they disobey, we 
“place the main point of their offending in simple disobedience. We lay 
our prohibitions upon them in things which they already know to be wrong ; 
and when they transgress, the burden of our indivnation rests on their 
disregard of our mandate. But what is our bousted right to command 
them, compared with God’s right, to command us? And what is the 
aggravation of violating a parent's authority, compared with that of — 
lion-against the Eterna! Father of our spirits! 

2. God sustains us. In his hand our breath is, and his are all our 
ways. Having obtained help of God, we continue unto this time. From 
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the dawn of our existence to this hour, he has been mindful of us with more 
than a parent’s tender care. Amid countless dangers, he has cast hig 
shield about us. When one has fallen on our right hand and another on 
our left, he has said unto us, live. Each breath we draw thus increases 
our obligations to obey him. To break his commands to-day, is a greater 
sin than it was yesterday. ‘To break them to-morrow will be a still deeper 
crime. 

3. He has encompassed us with countless blessings. The earth itself 
is made for man. For us, it is beautified with flowers and verdure. For 
us it yields its increase. To us are given the beasts of the field, the fowls 
of heaven, and the fish of the sea. For us, the rivers flow, the oceans 
roll, the clouds distil, and the seasons keep their appointed times. His sun 
is made to light us by day, his moon and stars, by night. To shield us 
from cold, he has provided raiment—from heat, a shade—from storms, a 
shelter. He has constituted us social beings—with tongues that can 
speak—with ears that can discriminate-- with hearts that can sympathize, 
Verily he hath done all things well for us. And shall we deny our obliga- 
tions to keep his commandments ? 

4. He has prepared a heaven for our eternal home. His purposes for 
man’s good are great and glorious, like his own infinite goodness. He 
who is the angels’ Lord and our Brother, hath said, “ In my Father’s house 
are many mansions ;” and he invites us to a residence, where are joys 
which “ eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive.”” It is the abode of his own, infinite blessed- 
ness—the palace of his glory—and the home of holy angels. 

5. When we had forfeited this bright heaven, and plunged ourselves in 
guilt and wo, God gave his own dear Son to redeem us. Notwithstanding 
the provocation to cut us off, and leave us for ever hopeless and miserable, 
it was with him a time of love, Beholding man thus cast out by his 
rebellion to the loathing of his person, he said, “Save him from going 
down to the pit, for 1 have found a ransom.” It was the blood of his 
only begotten Son. Thus hell was baffled—and heaven filled with wonder 
and joy. To achieve the work, it was needful that the Saviour take upon 
himself the form of a servant; be made under the law ;_ pass a life of suffer- 
ing and scorn ; and finally be crucified by wicked hands. Yet to all this 
he submitted, not by constraint, but willingly—nay, joyfully. It was for 
the joy set before him, that he endured the cross, despising the shame. 
. This joy was the happiness and the glory of raising such miserable beings 
as we are, to the abodes of holiness and bliss. Where is the heart that 
can believe all this, and yet not own that sin, against such a God and such 
a Saviour, js an evil that baffles all description ? 

6. God has given us a revelation, comprising the knowledge and motives 
requisite for the attainment of this great salvation. And how is this sacred 
volume filled with entreaties to sinful man, to flee from the wrath to come, 
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and lay hold on the hope set before him. Nay, the very threa' 
contains are the admonitions of kindness. And how much has God ‘ 

to preserve and extend his revelation. When man did not like to retain 
God in his knowledge, and sought out many inventions to blot truth from 
the earth, God has interposed to rescue his word from oblivion. The sea 
has not overwhelmed it. The flame of persecution has not consumed it. 
Truly, God is intent, for ever intent, on his putpose to save guilty mortals. 

1. He bears long with us, as a race of guilty beings, and as individuals. 
It is because he is God and not man, that we are not consumed. How 
long has the earth been filled with violence, stained with blond, and dark- 
ened with impiety! From the fall of Adam to this hour, it has been the 
theatre of rebellion ae Heaven. Why has not God swept it with the 
hesom of destruction? Or why has he not left sin to work its own 
destruction, and to render this earth one vast and solitary waste ? Why 
has he not left it to float darkly amid the better worlds of his creation, as 
@ monument at once of the tendency of sin, and of his righteous indig- 
nation? And why does he bear with us as individuals, through long years 
of wilful obduracy? When he has fiven each one a fair opportunity of 
probation, and found him to choose darkness rather than light, why does 
lie not consign him to darkriess for ever? Each spared sinner is a perfect 
@emonstration of the infinite goodness of God. And the aged impenitent 
is as great a monument of the divine forbearance, as he is of guilt. No 
one need range | beyond the record of his own life, to find proof of the great 
evil and mali of sin committed against such a God. 1 might speak 
of the awful of sinning against the common, and the special influences 
of the Divine Spirit ; but I need not multiply particulars. 

I beseech you now, fellow-mortals, review each one of the foregoing 
topics by itself, and estimate, if you can, the weight of obligation it im- 
poses On you to obey God. And when you have done this, apply yourself 
to the task of computing the combined obligation resulting from the whole. 
Then will you be prepared to judge, whether the doctrine of our text is 
supported by a view of the relations subsisting between man and his 
offended Creator. Then reflect, that against this same God, you have 
committed every sin that has polluted your life. Under this conviction, 
if your conscience be not dead, you cannot but exclaim with the Psalmist ; 
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight, that 
thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thow 
judgest. 





INFERENCES. 


1. The~punishment denounced against the wicked, is manifestly just. 
It is impossible to portray future punishment in more glowing Colours, 
than those employed by the eternal Judge. And if he has not told us 
they shal] suffer for ever, it is jmpossible for language to express the idea. 
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But the fact that such punishment is threatened, is much more obvious 
to guilty men, than its justice. ‘he proud eulprit has ever exhibited 
a strong propensity to deny its justice; and hence, either to question its 
reality or to impeach the character of God. ow, to rebuke and for ever 
to repress this propensity! conceive God has himself settled the validity 
of this inference in the sense of our text. » To the confession of his guilt 
as committed dyainst God only. the i’salmist adds these remarkable words,— 
That thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou 
Jjudgest. This is given in thé shape of an inference, and as such we must 
receive it. What then is God thus to be justified jn speaking Is it 
merely a temporal pupishmeént ? There would be no need of this em- 
phatic acknowledgment of sin as tommitted against God only, in order to 
justify him in such a penalty on such complicated guilt. Human laws 
inflict the greatest temporal punishment on such crimes considered only 
in their social relation ; and all men pronounce it: just. No, this strong 
ga is frought with meaning.“ God. is pronounced jyst in all that 

he speaks against the transgressor, for eternity as well as for time. He is 
also “ clear when he judges.” Hew is essentially the same.gentiment ; but 
with a reference to the actual sentence. And at the last great day, God 
will be clear in the view of assembled worlds, in judging the sinner to just 
that retributios which he has already spoken. , He that is filthy, is to be 
filthy still] ;—-to be given over to a state of abeiidonmens and woe, in which 

. he will sin for ever and suffer for ever. ‘ 

Toask whether God would be just to punish the sinner for ever, provided 

should cease to sin in hell, is only to present a questiomof, idle curiosity. 

to deny that his law is just, and that himself will be clear in pronoun- 
cing that sentence which he has foretold, is to deny the obvious import of 
our text. The fact that makes all thus clear and just in God, js the com- 
mission of sin against him, and not merely against mortals, And-let this 
thought once enter the mind and agonize the heart of a sinner, and he 


will no longer drtam of impunity or of self-justification. David, com- ” 


prehendjpg in one view his crime against both God and man, has uttered 
the languagé of every contrite heart. 

2. There is noi so great a difference, as men often imagine, between dif- 
ferent kinds of sin.. | would not deny that “ some sins in themselves are’ 
more heinous in the sight of God than others.’” Nor would | at all _inti- 

mate an equality of guilt among transgressors possessing different ‘degrees 
of light, or actuated by different degrees of malignity. He that knows 
his Lord’s will and does it not, is to be beaten with many stripes, while 
the ignorant is to be beaten with few. But. committed in the like cir- 
my there is not that difference in different kinds of sin which j 18 

supposed. He that said, Do not kill, said also, Do- not steal and 
he said also, Do not profane the sabbath, nor covet, nor swear, nor indulge 
, ¥ 
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ap improper thought or idle word. The least commandments are sanc- 
tioned by the same authority as the greatest; and he who a 
of them, is guilty of settuny at defiance the infinite Gop. 

Now, we have seen that the Chief evil of sin consists in its violation of 
divine obligation, Let no one then speak ofssmall sins— ittle offences 
—and assign as his reason, that be. ijures no one but hiuuself, that he does 
hot intringe on the rights of bis fellow-men it is idle, and delusive, and“ 
impious to indulge in thus comparing and extenuating our crimes of Fe 
bellio against the infinite . ove:eiyn. bach sin, thus viewed, is of mag- ™ 5 
nitude sufficient to sink a world. ’ 

All minor differences, then, in the sins of the same person in similar 
circumstances, are too trifling for distinction. ‘There is indeed /a great 
difference between the numbers one and two: but the difference between 
a million and a million and@ one, is lost in the comparison. . So is it with 
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ong our great and little sins. If then you would gtill insist on the comparigon, 
hat you may rate your violation of divine obligatidn at a million, and if there 
e is is also a violation of human obligation in the same act, as there was in the 
but case of David, you may rest assured that Ged will regard > according e 
iod its enormity. 

just In this light, O, Cis ia aetna Eo tale tape el ge 


be less sins you have heedlessly committed and quickly forgotten. ‘They are 
‘ich all recorded for the day of judgment ; and then you must answer for them, 

‘ff asso many acts of rebellion against the high ‘and holy God. 4 you now 
Jed} shudder at the remembrance of a few startling erimes, what will be your * 
ity. feelings, when,albyour sins are exhibited in the light of eternity and im the 
un- immediate presence of your Judge! * 3 
t of 3. The most upright man is a great sinner. Suppose him perfectly 
m- honest—exculpate him from falsehood—and say that he never injured the 
this character or the feelings of any mortal.—A human tribunal would then 
| he acquit him. But where is he to be tried? At the bar of God. What 
om- then? Has he kept all God’s commandments? Has he discharged the 
red duties of piety to his Maker and Redeemer? Has he abstained from every 

sinful act and thought? Has he loved God with all his soul, mind, 
lif- and strength, and his neighbour as himself? He’ has g but oe 
are’ to plead on every item. 
nti- Now, though God will not charge him with the circumstance of viola- 
COS ting human obligations, where he has not been guilty of it, yet he will hold 
ws him guilty of violating all those infinitely more weighty obligations to the 
hile Sovereign of worlds. 
cir- And in vain will the man plead that these were in bis estimation trivial 
h is sins ;—that he was ignorant of their enormity. God has forbidden him, 
and with the Bible in his hand, to remain in this wilful ignorance. We have 
Ige seen the absurdity of such pleas; and the individual himself; if ever 


brought to a right view of the divine law, will see, as multitudes of the 
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like character have seca, that he is not Only a siimer, but exceedingly 
sinful. 

4. We are taught by this doctrine need of Christ's atonement. 
Were sin an offence against man, the injury might admit of repa- 
rafion by creat Butito him who regards it, as David did, an offence 
against God, the necessity of a Divine atonement must be obvious. The 
evil is seen to be tod inveterate in its nature, and too vast in magnitude, for 
a finite remedy. Thus it hus in fact been seen and felt by many s mind 
onee proud and skeptical. 

_ And when a miserable sinner is thus brought to feel his need of the 
atonement, it is with unspeakable delight that he opens the sacred volume, 
and finds the glorious work already accomplished, and a ready pardon 
offered through that precious blood, without which there could be no re- 
mission of sins. 

5. We see the nature of true conviction. 1t consists in seeing and feel- 
ing the evil of sin as committed against God. Fear of punishment is often 
tnistaken for conviction : but it is really not even a necessary part of it. 
Real conviction does not cease at conversion, but increases with our 
growth in grace and knowledge of God. David, Isaiah, and Paul, appeared 
to feel it with increasing emotion, and to loathe and abhor themselves, and 
repent in dust and ashes. 

Bat, on the other hand, a sinner may see that he has wronged man, and 
lament it: he may also see the gulf of perdition yawn for his reception, 
and shudder at the view: the terrors of hell may get upon him: and 
after all, if he has no proper sense of sin, as commi inst a holy 
God, and justly exposing him to the threatened penalty, an ing him to 
feel his need of the atonement ; he has the greatest reason to fear he has 
no true conviction, and no repentance unto life. 

Happy for us, if we are now the subjects of this conviction and repent- 
ance. Miserable beyond conception, if we appear at the bar of God 
with our guilt upon our heads! ‘For then, if not before, shall we see and 
feel, that sinned against God only, and that he is just when he 
speaketh, ang @Ber when he judgeth the impenitent to eternal burnings. 
O, then, » may we realize the awful import of those words, Thou 
thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove 
thee, and set them in order before thine eyes. Now consider this, ye that 
forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 





